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H B honeſt m of preſerving the Me- 
mory of that maſs Plow and Learned young 
Fs Mrs. Ann Baynard, has occaſion'd the 
baſty Publication of this Diſcourſe. She was perbaps 
one of the greateſt Women that any Age has produc'd, 
both for Parts and their Improvement ; as ber greay 
Skill m the Languages, and all manner of Ln 
and Philoſophy , = ſufficiently made appear ; 
that which is moſt rare, was her great 5 ren un- 
der which ſo much knowledge was vail d z withont 
the leaſt Tinfture of Vanity or Oftentation For 
ber Words were very few, and ber Countenance al- 
ways compos'd ; ſo that Taciturnity, Wiſdom, and = 
cretion, weve Rival Vertues to ber other 
ments. T he good that ſuch a Woman might bee 
done by ber Example is unſpeakable, and ber Loſs irrepa- 
rable,for ſhe was known too late,and loft tco early. She- 
was a true and conſtant Church Woman, a great 4ſ- 
ſerter and Defender, both of the Order and Occone- 
my 
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To the Reader. 


my of the Church of England, and pitied the Brea- 
ckes and Schiſms, which Diſſention had made in the 
pure and ſpotleſs Religion of the moſt Holy Jeſus. 
She would often ſay, that Pride and Self-conceit 
were the two main Pillars on which that Fabrick 6 
Diſſentzon ſtock, and therefore Miſe and *conſider ate 
Perſons would eaſily conclude it to be blult upon” a 
weak and ſandy Foundation. She mightily pitied 
the" unthinkins part of Mamkind, particularly thoſe 
of her own Sex, That were any ways mil-kead 
into wrong Opinions. And as to Hereſie, fo 
alſo ſhe was a profeſs d Enemy to Atuetſm and Pro» 
phaneneſs, and held the Sacred Name of | God, i 
ſuch a Reverence and Admiration; that ſhe alvays 
either bow'd or ſtood up, when any occafional Dif- 
courſe offer d it ſelf that way. 

She was a great Admirer of all good and vertuous 
Perſons im General ; particularly the Ladies to whom 
this Diſcourſe is dedicated, whom ſhe never named, 
but with 'a"Reſpeft proportionable to that Value att! 
Eſteem, which they juſtly deſery d, and which ſhe 
thought their due. 

The Lady Mary Fane, accompany'd with her 
Mother , "and the beſt of Mothers, the moſt Pious and 
moſt Vertwons Connteſs of Weſtmorland, (it wontd 
ſeem aDigreſſeon, if T ſhould ſpeak all that Tknow 
fo 
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to this Purpoſe) often did ber the Favour of their 
Vifits in ber Sickneſs. The good Lady Languevil ber 
next Neighbour, did not only do the Office of a Friend, 
but even out-did the kindneſſes of a moſt near Rela- 
tion in the Favours ſhe ſhew'd ber in ber languiſh- 
ing and weak condition. The Lady Delves annually 
honour'd her Birth-day for many years together with 
a noble Preſent : And the Charatter ſhe bad of the 
Vertue and Goodneſs of that excellent Woman the 
Lady Bampfhield (Mother to Sir Copleſtone War- 
wick,) made ber in love with her very Name. 
Madam Montague, Madam Ewer, and Ma- 
dam Broncker were all related to her, Ladies of the 
ftriftejt Vertue and Picty, for whom ſhe bad a great 
ReſpeFt and Kindneſs, As to ber Birth and Family, 
it is ſo well known, that Tneed ſay no more of it, 
than that ſhe was deſcended from Ralph Baynard 
Baron of Dunmow in Eflex, who left his Son the 
Lord Jeffery Baynard im the quiet Poſſeſſion of 
Eighty five fair Lordſhips, as cited by Mr. Dugdale 


in bis Baronage of England. 
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Ecclefiaſtes 1. 
For there is no remembrance of the 
wiſe more than of the fool for ewer, 

ſeeing that which now tis, in Ns 


days to come ſhall be forgonten * and 
bow dieth the wiſe man? As the 


fool.- 


pay HE fad occ>ſ1on of this day ; 
confirms te Polition of the 
Preacher, and gives us an am- 
_ ple proſpect of the vantiy of the 
beſt of Mortals; For we ſee that the moſt 
profound Sagacity, the moſt rehned Vertues 
and exalt:d Graces, that humane Nature is 
capable of, cannot ſecure the Body from the 
Grave, nor the Worms from their Prey, lee- 
ing the wiſe Man dieth even as the Fool. 
The ſcope and drift of the Royal Prea-, 
cher in this Book, is to evince and illuſtrate 
B this 
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this one great Truth, viz. That the real Good 
and Happinels of Man, is not to be found in 
this World; and that whatſoever he ſets his 
heart upon here, is ſo far from yielding any 
lolid Enjoyment or Satisfaftion, that it is the 
orexteſt Allay that can be to it : that it raiſes 
his delires only to defeat them; and invites 
him with pleaſant and ſpecious Expettations, 
to lend him away with the oreater Vexation 
of Spirit. ; 

And this Truth is here very clcarly and 
patherically laid open to us, by a particular 
d:\(quifirion of the Pleaſures, Honors, Riches, 
and Wiſdom'too of this World, which are lo 
much the Idols of mens Wiſhes and Deſires. 

And indeed who was fitter for ſuch-a work 
than he; not only upon the account of chat 
depth and capacity he hadaboye other Ven, 
but allo from that d: ar boughr experience, 
which he had made of all thele things. 

God had endowed him not only with a 
vaſt Comprehenlive Soul, but pur into his 
hands all chit his heart could wiſh. for ;ſo that 

the Concluſion which he draws from the 
whole matter,is not ihe effect of Snllennels in 
a d:\(contenied Stoick, who might dilparage 
the 


L 3 | 
the World becauſe he would have no ſhare 
in its Enjoyments ; but the cool reſult of Wit- 
dom in a King, that could command the 

landiſhments of this World, after he had gi- 
ven the greateſt looſc to his defices in the En- 
joy mentof them ; and who may conſequent- 
ly be the better beliey'd ia what he faith con- 
cerning them. 

Having therefore in the former part of this 
Chapter found nothing but vanity in all che 
delights of theSons of Ven, whether they were 
large Poſleſſions or great Retinues ; whether 
they were beautiful Gardens, gr- pleafant 
Fountains z whether che mirth of Feaſting and 
Banqueting, or the melody of che [weeteſt | 
Voices and Inſtruments of Muſick ; he turns | 
himielf in the 1 xth ver. as to his laſt refuge, 
to refle&t upon his Wiſdom, and to conſider 
Itasthe only good of Vian; and here hetells 
us, that he found c'1c intelletual pleafures of 
Wiſdom and Knowled-::e, to as far exceed 
the Madnel; and folly of ſenſual Gratificati- 
ons, asthe :ight of the Sun, which cleares tne 
eyes, and diſplays the lovely Scene of Nature 
to our view, does the darknels of the night, 
which {;uts ap all in folicude and fil-nce, 
B 2 and 


x 


Y, 0v.2 I2,1.4, 


15. ' ſeſſeth underſt. mding : 1he merchandiſe thereo/ is 
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and expoles us to dangers,the wiſe mans eyes are 
in bis head; 1. e. heis circumſpect and cauti- 
ous, whereby he eſcapes the Snares and 
Troubles which the careleſs and unwary 
Man does lo eaſily fall into. Happy therefore is 
the man that findeth Wiſd mn, and the man that p3ſ- 


better than the mer chandiſe of Silver, and the yan 
thereof than fine Gold. She is more pretious than Ru- 
bies, and all the things that can be deſired, are not to 
be compaied unto her. 

She is the off-ipring of Heaven, the excel- 
lency of Men and Angels, and the Salt chat 
lcalons every ſtate of life, and-makes it ſa- 
voury. 

And yet notwithſtanding all this,the ſhare 
which the belt of Men has of it, is but poor 
and (ſcanty, and which is allayd with nuch 
Ignorance and Error. Itslight is but weak and 
dim at the beſt ; jult enough ro d.ſcover our 
Miſeries, but unable of 1t ſelf to guide us out 
of them. 

In fine, where it is not aſſiſted from above, 
it has its vanity as well as all other things here 
below; it can neither exempt a Man from 
the Calamities that ſurround him,nor fecurc 

him 


him from Dcath and Oblivion, For there isns 
remembrance of the Wiſe, more than of the Fool 
for ever, ſeeing that which n»w is, in the days to 
come {hall be forgotten; and how dyeth the iſe 
Man, as the Fodl. 

ike words repreſent to us thele two 
things as Vanities incident to Wildom 

|. The equal ſhare of Miſery and Death 
chat is charged upon the wiſe Man as well 
as the Fool; for there is one event to them 
both. 

Il. The fruitleſs Attempt to retrieve 
our {elves from Death by a lurviving Mes 
mory ; ſeeing the wile Man is as ſoon for- 
gotten as the 001. 

|. Then we lay, that notwithſtanding 
the great Prerogative that Wildom has a- 
bove Folly, the one can no more free us 
from Miſery while we live, nor from the 
hand of Death at laſt, than the other. 

The wiſcſt Man in the world drav's but 
a precarious Breach here, being lodg d in a 
Tenement of Clay, a tottering and ruinous 
Houſe, ſubje& to many Sickneſles and In- 
firmities, and every moment threatning a 
Diſſolution. There is no diſtinction in his 
Orig n 
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Origin from the Fool, or the Beaſt that pe- 
riſhech : Notwithſtanding his boalt of Wiſ- 
dom, He is bornbut as the wild Aſſes Colt. He 
|:ends his Childhood in the lame ignorance 
and yanity, and when his knowledge comes 
to him, the diſadvantage in compariſon 
{ſeems to lye on his fide. For having a lar- 
ger Proſpect and nicer Senſe than others,his 
knowledge helps him only to diſcover more 
things, that will vex him and make him ad. 

Hence ſays our Preac:ier, That the bearr 
of the wiſe is in the houſe of mourning, and he 
that increaſeth knowledge mcreaſeth ſorrow, and 
Sorrow dryeth the bones, waſtes the Fleſh, 
and haſtens old Age. And as the natural 
ſtrength wears away, ſo doth the vigour of 
the Senſes, and as Lite abates, 1o does Wil. 
dom gradually depart from us. Death 
{poils our Tabernacles, we lay our Heads 
down with tiic beaſts of the Field, and are 
crumbi'd into the ſame common Duſt. Lect 
ol Wildem be what it will, whether 
ireculativeor practical, ſpiritual or tempo- 
ral, the Wiſdom thar is (rom above, or the 
Wiſdom of this world, 'tis a molt certain 
and undeniable Truth, that no Man's Part; 
or 
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or Learning can ſccure him from the Grave ; 
but there is one and the ſame Event to the Righ» 
teous and to the Wicked, to the Wiſe and to the 
Hnwiſe, 

Bur here we mutt remember that we dv 
nct miſtake the Preachers meaning, as if he 
made no difference at all between the Wile 
Man anal the Fool: He only maintains that 
there was nothing perfe&t underneath the 
Son ; that Wildom it ſelf, the moſt excellent 
of the Giſts of God, had its mixtures and 
ailays, and was attended with many [ncon- 
veniencies, that ic might not puff us up in- 
ro Pride and Selt-Admiration. Bur in all 
other Relpects,:/domhas been truly ju/tify” d 
by this her Elier Sin, who being beſt acquain» 
ted with her, has given her, ker due Praiſe, 
and recommended her to Mankind. 

And indeed ſhe muſt be owned to be a 
Crown of Glory ts all that lay hold on her: And 
without her d;rection and guidance, Man is 
the moſt forlorn and deſpicable Creature in 
the Worli, both as to his moral and his 
poliricz] Capacity. 

For as tothe former, it is from cloude«| 
Und. iſtandings, and wrong Conceptions of 
things 
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things, that Men are fo fond of, their Vices ; 
had they bur right apprehenſions, their Luſts 
would not look lo alluring. 

Who is the proud Man ? whois the Drua- 
kard ? who is the Glutton? who is the Co- 
vetous ? who is the Voluptuous? who is the 
Profane ? who is the Adulterer ? But the 
Man that lacketh Wiſdom. 

And asto the latter, how can a Man {teer 
himſelf thro' the various Circumſtances of 
his Life, if he has not this Star and Compals 
to direct him. 

What is wealth without knowledge ? buc 
a dangerous Temptation, and a ſure Evil to 
the Owners thereof. What is want withour 
knowledge? but an inſupportable Yexation, 
that can neither be born nor remedied. 
What is Power without knowledge ? bur a 
pompous Station, which will either be lo{t 
or leſſened? What is Subje&tion without 
knowledye, but a brutiſh drudgery, that will 
neither be valued nor pityed, What is Ho- 
nour without Knowledge, but an empty 
Title that will be either envyed or fliyhicd 
And what is diſgrace without Knowledge ? 
but an inſulting Evil, that can neither be 
warded 
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warded nor yet weather'd. For certain is it, 
that by a due improvement of our Minds, we 
are the better able to carry our ſelyes thro' this 
Valley of Tears, to moderate a proſperous for- 
tune, and to ſuſtain an adverſe one. 

Neither would [ have the Atheiſt and Epi- 
cure inferr from Solomons ſaying, The wiſe Man 
dies as the Fool, and both of them as the beaſt, that 
there is no difference of them afrerwards, and 
that it will berto all alike hereafter, as if they 
had never been ; for this is a raoſt certain and 
evident Proof to the contrary ; the little Dil- 
crimination that is made here, does ſufficiently 
make out that there ſhall be a greater hereafter, 
T hat the Soul of a Wiſe and Holy Man, wha 
undergoesthe ſame Trouble and Fatality inthis 
Wor'd, that the Fool and the Sinner doth, and 
ſometimes greater, is a convincing Argument, 
drawn from the Juſtice of God, that there is a 
future State, wherein the grand difference of 
Mankind ſhall be ſercl'd and eſftabliſh'd. 

No! Tho' the one inherits the ſame Cor 
ruption with the other in the Grave, yet ſhall 
he lee a more bleſſed Incorruption ; tho' he (ers 
in Diſhonour, yer ſhall he riſe again in Glory : 


And therefore our Royal Preacher in ano» ## s.1,z, 


ther place tells us, Thatthe righteous Man who ® * 
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is truly the wiſe Man, ſhall one day ſtand in 
great Boldnels before the Face of ſuch as haye 
afflicted him, and made no account of his La- 
bours, that when they ſee it, they ſhall be a- 
mazed at the ſtrangenels of his Salvation fo far 
beyond all that they looked for. And again we 
Fools accounted his Life madneſs, and his end 
to be without Honour ; but how is he nums 
bred among the Children of God, and his Lot is 
among the Saints. It is no difficult Matter, 1 
mult confeſs to Perſons, who live wholly to the 
Body, and do not aim at any uſeful end of Life, 
to imagine that they are nothing bur Fleſh 
and Blood ; and that when they die their Soul 
ſhall diſſolve and vaniſh into the ſoft Air: 

But to think that thole, who have lived above 
the Body, have govern themſelves by the Di- 
&tates of the higheſt Prudence, have benefited 
cheWorld by their rare Endowments, have been 
adorn'd with all Divine Graces and Yercuecs, 
and have been the Glory of theAge they liv'd in; 
ſuch as this young Gentlewoman whoſe remains 
are now before us ; a Perſon endow'd with 
excellent Gifts and Graces, tothink (1 ſay) that 
ſhe together with thoſe other Worchys departed 
this Life inthe Faith and fear of God : tothink 
by their confeſſing the ſame common Buſt in 
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their Diſſolution,that they were actuated by no 
higher Pirnciple ; that there were no (piritual 
Inhabitants in thoſe Houles of Clay, which be- 
ing of heavenly extract performed all thole no- 
ble things,and are now removed to their native 
Couatrey to receive the reward of them ; is a 
thought, which, to any ſerious thinking Man, 
muſt needs be as abſurd as'tis uncomfortable. 

Methinks it were to be wiſh'd thac thoſe, 
which have been ſuch Lights to the World, 
beſides their immortal State in the other World, 
might likewiſe have an immortal Memory in 
this ; to juſtihe the Power of Wildom, and to 
cxcite our Emulation, Bur it hath pleaſed 
Almighty Wildom to ordain but one immors 
rality ; that we might be more intent in the 
puriuit of it, and not vainly expect or reſtin 
any other. Andthis brings me tothe 

I]. Vanity incident ro Wiſdom, which is, 
tho' the Memory of the wile be fo defirable 
athing to themlelv.s, and beneficial to Poſte- 
rity, Jet there is no remembrance of the wiſe more 
than of the fool for ever, ſeeing that which now is 
in the days to come ſhall be forgotten. 

Cerin it is that there is a hankering in the 
minds of all Men, to perpetuate their Memos» 
ries, whether it ariſes from che nacural Thirſt of 
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the Soul after immortality, or from a Difh- 
dence of a future State, and conſequently an 
endeavour to recover what we can from: the 
ſpoils of Death. And how induſtrious has the 
Wit of Man been to prevent this? Some by 
coſtly Unions and Embalmings, ſome by 
laſting Tombs and Pyramids; ſome have ob- 
tained to. be Regiltred among the Stars, and 
others to. have the Months of the year to be 
called by their Names. What Dangers have 
Men encountred to get an immortal-Fame to be 
incerted in the Annals of the world, or to be ce» 
lebrated in the ſtrains of ſome ingenious Poet ? 
How fond-are moſt Men of ſurviving in their 
Off-ſpring,and what an Unhappineſs is itlook'd 
upon to have no iſſue to keep up our name ? 

Thus do poor Mortals hunt after ſhadows; 
and: very. Spe&rums : Thus do they diſquier 
themſelves in vain, to purchale a little popular 
breath, which when they-are gone they ſhall 
be inſenſible of, or at leaſt unconcerned for ; 
and in which Falſhuod has often as great a 
ſhare as Truth, and Vice as Vertue. 

For theWorld isnot ſa curious to hand down 
what is-excellent, as what is ſurpriſing and ex- 
traordinary. Thus he that ſer the Temple of 
Epheſus on fire is remembred, whilſt he chat 
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built it is almoſt forgotten ; and that was a 
hopeleſs as well as mean defire in Cardan, tho' 
the greateſt Philoſopher and Phyſician of his 
time, that the Ages to come might know there 
was ſuch a Man, not caring whether they knew 
any more of him. 

Bur ler a man's ſame be raifed from never fo 
ſolid a merit, and rivetted in Braſs and Marble; 
yer Monuments themſelves have their deſtiny ; 
Time eats through the moſt laſting Subſtance, 
and Oblivion blots out the faireſt Characters. 

We cannot hope to live ſo long in our names 
as ſome have done in their perſons; and thoſe 
who have or ſhall have the happieſt and long- 
eſt Commemoration, ſhall, by the flux of time, 
have it dwindle into a point, and at laſt yaniſh 
into nothing. 

[t being in this reſpe&t the ſame with Time, 
as it is with Place, that the greateſt diſtance 
gives the leaſt appearance ; ſo yain a thing is a 
reſtleſs inquiertude for the diuturnity of our Me- 
mories, For who knows whether there are 
not more remarkable Perſons forgotten, than 
that ſtand remembred in the known account of 
time ; and the beſt of Men at laſt muſt be con- 
tent, to be as though they had never been as to 
this World, and to be found in the Regiſter of 
God, not in the Record of Man. In- 
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Indeed to haye the common voice of Men 
for the teſtimony of a worthy Carriage, in the 
conſtant tenour of a Man's lite and converſati- 
on, is a deſireable thing, and of fingular uſe 
while we live ; our Preacher aſſuring us, that a 
260d name is better than pretious ointment, both for 
the refreſhing and cheering our ſelves, and ſcat- 
tering a delicious fragrancy to others : 1,e. The 
Refle&tion upon good Actions is the feaſt of a 
good Conſcience ; and the Eſteem which our 
Yertue creates in the Minds of others, excites 
cheir Imitation, and brings back with it their 
Friendſhip and Adiſtance : Ir comforts us in 
all the ſtages of our life, and at the hour of our 


_ departure hence it ſtands by us; allays the 


Terror of Death, and cells our departing Souls, 
that we ſhall die defir'd, and that our Memo- 
ries ſhall be preſerved ſweet by all that know 
Us. 

So that no Ointment is ſo powerful co pre- 
ſerve the Body from Corruption, as a good 
Name and Report is to preſerve our Vertue 
trom Oblivion ; bur this is only for ſome time, 
and is the Prerogative only of one fort of Wil- 
dom ; which ſeeking thoſe things which are 
above has the leaſt ro do with the Praiſe and 
Glory of this World, and yet notwithſtanding 


gets 
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gets the greateſt, and the moſt laſting ſhare 
of it. 

Thus the Pſalmiſt tells us, that the righteous 
ſhall be had in everlaſtmg remembrance ; meaning 
thereby a very long one. Our Saviour gave 
this Commendation of Mary Magdalen's anoint- 
ing him, that what ſhe had done ſhould be publiſhed 
throughout the ChriſtianWorld for a memorial of ber. 
And St. Paul, ſetting forth the Eulogies of Faith, 
in the 1 1th. Chapter to the Hebrews, among(t 
the reſt delivers, that by it the Elders obtained a 
209d report ; and we have great realon to hope 
that thoſe Men who have their Praiſes recorded 
in Holy Writ, ſhall have a name among Men 
as long as the Sun and Moon endureth. 

But as | was ſaying, this is the Priviledge 
only of a few, and is as an Exception to the ge» 
neral Rule ; *Tis not the greatneſs of our 
Actions, but the goodneſs of them, that pre- 
ſerves our Memories the longeſt. 

Let us otherwile do what we can to tran(- 
mit our name to diſtant Poſterities, uſe all our 
Wit and Art, ſpend the moſt coſtly Perfumes 
and precious Ointments, for our embalming, 
we may juſtly take up the rebuke which the 
Diſciples of Chriſt (though unjuſtly) gave to 
the Woman in the Goſpel, Quorſum perditio hec ? 


To 


Mat 25. 8, 
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To what purpoſe is this waſte * to preſerve a name 
from Stench and Putrifaction. 

"Tis a ſore vanity to be thus anxiouſly (olj- 
citous for the perpetuity of that which is bur a 
ſhadow at beſt, and muſt cake its chance in the 
World as well as other things. 

"Tis a vanity in a wiſe Man paſſionately to 
purſue that which is but of little worth, tho' 
ic were eternal, and a greater to do ſo when 
'tis both inſignificant and tranſtrory roo, and 
yet this is a ſecret Deſire, more or lels in eve- 
ry man of the World. 

And thus we ſee, That wiſe men alſo die an 
periſh together, as well as the iznorant and fooliſh, 
and leave the Fruits of their Wiſdom to be en- 
joyed by others : And tho they think that their 
hauſes ſhall continue for ever, and that they have 
called their Lands after their own names, yet 
there is no remembrance of the wiſe more than of the 
fool for ever. 

The Vanity then that is here juſtly charged 
upon the coveting Vertue for the ſake of Ho« 
nour, or the ſecking Wildom to raiſe an im- 
mortal name, is very obvioully unfolded by this 
Dilemma. 

If I get my ſelf a name jn the World, I ſhall 


be either ſenſible of it when I am dead, or in- 
: lenſible. 
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ſenſible. If I am inſenſible of ic, what good 
can it be to me. If lam ſenſible of ic, ic mult 
be either in a ſtate of Miſery, or a ſtate of Glo- 
rv. If I have any apprehenſions of ic in a ſtate 
of Milery, it will certainly prove an aggrava- 
tion to the Worm that never dieth, to be under 
the heavy Wrath of God, for what the World is 
then applauding me for. If I am in a ſtate of 
Glory, I cannot think the good opinion of 
Men can be any acceſſion ro the Happinels 
above: The Praiſes of poor Mortals mult cer» 
rainly be ſwallowed up and diſappear amid(t 
the Eulogies and Acclamations of Saints and 
Angels. 

The Conlideration then of what has been 
ſaid ſhould teach us theſe two plain Leſſons ; 
which are not only the dictates of Reaſon, and 
confirmed by the wile Man's Experience, bur 
commanded by him who is wiſer than Solv- 
mon. 

1/?. That we deſpiſe the Honour and Glory 
of this World. 

However it was permitted to former Ages, 
who had but weak and very imperfect Dilco- 
veries of a future (tate, to (eek a reward of Ver- 
tue in fame as wcll as other temporal goods ; 
yet to us, who have lite and immortality 
D brought 


brought to light through the Goſpel ; the great 
Command is, deny thy ſelf, and f-llow me. 

Thoſe who have proſelled under the Crols 
of Chrilt, are to be crucihed tothe World, and 
to have the World crucified unto them ; they 
are to renounce its Pomps and Vanities, its 
Flatteries and Applauſes; their condi: ion here is 
not to be in Greatnels and Spendour, but in 
Humility and Poverty of Spirit : They are not 
o ſeck the Prailes of Mien, bur the Praile and 
Honour of the All-wiſe God. 

For to ſeek the good opinion of others, is 
inconſiſtent with the true ſenſe of our own Un- 
worthineſs; and to do good that we may be 
commended, is to let go the Subſtance and p':r- 
ſue the Shadow. 

Therefore the Son of God has ſtrictly car- 
tion'd us, not to do our works to be (een of 
Men ; and if our light is to ſhine before others, 
'tis ro enlightenthem, and not to be refleed 
on our lelves in an over-weening Compla- 
cency. 

And how reaſonable is this Command to 
thoſe who are to ſet their affections on t|1ings 
above; whoare in this World but as Pilorims 
and Travellers inan Inn, who tarry but a night ? 
The Hardſhips they meet wich, the Smallneſs 


of 


OO - — 
= CCC — 
———— en EET 


— — —_ 


C93 
of the ſtay, will not certainly make them very 
curious what the People will ſay of them when 
they are gone. 

2d!y. This will teach us to make the beſt ule 
of our Reaſon and Underſtanding ; which is 
not to get our ſelves a name, but to anlwer 
the End and Excellency of our Being. 

The Faculties and Powers God has endow- 
ed us with, are beſt employ'd about the know: 
ledge of our ſelycs ; what we arc? from whence 
we derived our Being + what Duty we owe 
the Author of it ? and how we are to promote 
his Glory ? 

This ts the Concluſion of the whole matter ; 
T hat the fear of God is the higheſt and crueſt 
Wiſdom, and that which will certain] lead us 
into all other. 

Let us therefore ncver think our ſelves wile, 
till we are wiſe unto Salvation ; never think we 
know any thing, before we know we have a 
part in Chriſt. 

In our ſ:arches after Knowledge, let us have 
recourſe to him who is the God of Truth; to 
his Word, which is the Word of Truth; and 
to his Spirit, which is the Spirit of Truth ; 
which is the only way to dilpel our Darkneſs 
here, and to bring us to the Beatifick Viſion 
D 2 here- 
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hereafrer, which is light eternal. 

| have not ſpoke ſo much upon this Text, as 
perhaps the ſubject matter might well enough 
bear ; becauſe | have another lad Text laid be- 
fore me, and upon which it is very requiſite that 
] ſhould {peak ſomething : namely, the ſad Diſ- 
penſation of Divine Providence in cuting off the 

ſtrength, and ſhortning the days of this excellent 
and rare Example of Wiſdom and Mortality, 
this young Gentlewoman whole Funerals we 
now celebrate ; and whom, con(idering her 
orcat Parts and Endowments, it is not meet 
to bury in ſilence. 

For tho' we are foretold that the Memory of 
che wiſelt and the beſt of Mortals is not long 
livd; yet let us not put the Shrowd over them 
roo loon before we have ſtrew'd ſome few 
Flowers over their Graves ; tho' like them allo, 
their remembrance does ſoon periſh, and fade 
away. 

For my own part, asI profeſs my ſelf no 
friend to Funeral-pomp and Panegyricks ; (ex- 
cept ſomething extraordinary does appear) ſol 
confeſs my own Inability for ſuch an under- 
taking : Yetit is not good manners to withhold 
Praiſes where they are due; and tho' Favour be 
deceitful, and Beanry be yain, yet the Woman that 

feareth 
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feareth the Lord ſhe ſhall be praiſed, lays our Royal Pron 31. 33. 


Preacher. 

But when this is done, much Skill and Rhe+ 
torick is required, leaſt like lome ſorry Painter, 
we mar that Face that we pretend to delineate. 

Bur all that can be ſaid tor this rough 
Draught that you meet with here is only this ; 
that as the Learned and ingenious young Gen- 
tlewoman,did ncyer make a ſhew of any Fond- 
neſs or Aﬀectation in her outward Dreſs, when 
living ; ſo a plain and ordinary one may the 
better be excus'd now ſhe 1s dead. - 

No ! She had buſineſs that lay upon her 
hands of another Nature ; ſhe had many Books 
to read, many Doubts and Difhculties to clear 
up to her underſtanding, and much time to lay 
out in devout and ſerious Meditation. And 
ſhould I atterapt ro open the Treaſury of her 
Virtues, and acquaint you with the particulars, 
the Task would be too redious, and ſome might 
hold it ſuperfluous ; eſpecially in this ill na- 
rur'd and cenſorious Age, when we cannot en- 
dure to hear that aſcribed to others, which is 
wanting in our lelves, 

Yet for their ſake who knew her not, or not 
ſo well as my felf, tho' ic was my great mis- 
fortune that I knew her ſo lace, for 1 ſhould 0- 

therwiſc 
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therwiſe have lcarned much more from her ; 
I ſhould as the wiſe Man ſpeaks of Wiſdom in 
general, I ſhould have attended to ber Wiſdom, and 
bowed mine Ear unto ber Underſtanding. 

And therefore, I ſay, tor their fake that knew 
her not, I-will ſingle out ſome few of thoſe ma» 
ny Virtues ſhe was endowed with; and preſent 
them to your Memory and Practice, and by 
which, I believe, I ſhall not grieve or vex your 
Patience. 

Bur that I may not ſeem tedious, I will re- 
duce them to theſe T hree, 

Her Learning, her Piety, and her Charity. 

Theſe are Cardinal Yertues on which all o- 
thers hang and depend ; and I ſhould be inju- 
rious to her Memory, {hould I conceal her Ex- 
cellency herein. * 

And Firſt, what Iam to ſay as to her Lear- 
ning, perhaps may find but indiff-rent Enter- 
rainment inthis Ape, when 1tis become a Faſhi» 
on more than ever for young Women to ſpend 
the greateſt Portion of their time in Ornamen- 
tals, in preparing modiſh. and- accompliſh'd 
Dreſſes for the Body ; whilft little or no time 
3s laid aſide, to adorn the Sonl witch decent and 
uſeful knowledge. FO© Ob 

But ſhe had found out a better way toem - 


ploy 


ploy her time, that according to the Plalmiſt 
ſhe might become like the Kings Daughter all glo- Pal. 45: 13 
rious within, and whillt ſome others wich Martha 
are ckmber'd about many things, ſhe with Mary bad 
choſen that better part, which ſhall not be taken away 
from ber. 

The Apoſtle St. Paul indeed acquaints us 
with certain Women in his time, who were al- 2 Tim. 3. 7. 
ways learning, and never able to come to the 
knowledge of the Truch. Buc ſhe was none 
of thole Womeo, but the rather might cruly 
lay with Holy David, I have more underſtanding Pal. 11g, 160. 
than my Teachers, I underſtand more than the Antients. 

Thecruth of which did moſt evidently ap- 
pear to any one that had but the leaſt Conver- 

{ation with her. 

For, as for Learning, whether it be to un- 
derſtand natural Cauſes and Events, to know 
the Courles of the Sun, Moon and Stars; the 
qualities of Herbs and Plants ; to be acquain- 
ted with the demonſtrable Verities of the Ma- 
thematicks ; the [tudy of Philoſophy ; the Writ- 
ings of the Ancients, and that in their own pro- 
per Language, without the help of an Inter» 
preter : Thele and the like are the molt noble 
Accomplithmen:s of a human Soul, and accord- 
ingly do bring great delight and gs a- 
ong 
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long with them ; and theſe things ſhe wasnot 
only converſant in, but Miſtrels of; and thatco 
ſuch a Degree that few, very few of her Sex 
did cver arrive at. 

She had from her Infancy been train'd up in 
the knowledge of thele things, and had made 
a great Progreſs therein ; and even in hergreen 
years, at the Age of twenty three, was arrived 
to the knowledge of a bearded Philoſopher. 

But that which is moſt our wonder is; 
that one fo young of an infirm Conſticution, 
and of the tendereſt Sex, not accuſtomed to 
the advantages of the Philoſophick Schools, 
ſhould in the hard and knotty Arguments of 
Metaphyfical Learning, be a moſt nervous and 
ſubtle Diſputant And therefore,let none Deſpair 
or complain ot the roughneſs of the Path,or the 
acclivity of Vertues hill ; for ſhe was a clear and 
lively inſtance, that neither the Crabbednels of 
Languages, nor the Abſtruſeneſs of Arts and 
Scienccs can be too hard for Diligence and 
4pplication. 

It is not long fince that ſhe cook great Pains 
to perfe&t her knowledge in the Greek Tongue, 
that ſhe might with greater Pleaſure, rcad that 
elegant Father St. Chryſoſtome, in his own pure 
and native Style. Her being very well ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the Greek Teſtament, in which 
ſhe was much converſant, was a great help to 


' improve her Skill in that Language. She ivas 


not only ſatisfied with reading, bur having an 
Eye to that ſaying of the Gteat Poet, Semper 
ego Auditor tantum, ſhe ſet her felf ro the Com- 
poſing-of many things in the Latine Tongue, 
which were rare and uſeful in their kind, and 
which I have ſeen with abundance of delight 
and ſatisfation., Wherein it does appear = 
ſhe had a Beauty in her Style, as well as in her 
Countenance, and if they ſhall be made pub- 
lick, will be che Admiration, as well as the En- 
rertainment of the thinking pare of Mankind. 
She had indeed a vaſt and comprehenſive 
Knowledge, a large and exalted Mind, aftrong 
and capacious Mettiory, {till coveting more and 
more Knowledge ; andin this Particular alone 
ſhe would often ſay, It was a ſim to be contented 
with but a little. 
But aket all this, with what profound Hus 
mility, with what Proſtration of Mind would 
ſhe cry out with St. Paw, Icornt all theſe things pip. x. x. 
but loſs, for the' Excellency of the knowledge of Chriſt 
Jeſus my Loyd. 
In which (tidy ſhe was no ſmall Proficient, 
and has offen by her nervous Arguments, _— 
: y 
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by the Grace of God which was in her, put to 
ſilence ſome of thoſe bold Men, who have ats 
tempted, (even in theſe our days, when the 
light of the Goſpel is ſo clearly ſhining among 
us) to revive that old and baffl'd Hereſie of $»- 
cinus : And ſhe did much lament that ſuch lewd 
Opinions ſhould gain any Footing, or the leaſt 
Entertainment among thoſe that profeſs the Re- 
ligion of the Crucify'd Jeſus, 

[ have heard her ſay, That human Learning 
was worth nothing, unleſs as a Handmaid it 
lead to the knowledge of Chriſt revealed in the 
Goſpel, as our only Jeſus, our Lord and Saviour. 

And would Diſcourſe very finely after this 


manner. 

What availeth Solomons Skill in all the works of 
Nature, if by them we be not brought to ſee the God 
of Nature ? 

What is it, ſairh ſhe, to be ſo Skilful in Aſtronomy, 
as that by the Motions of the Heavens, we can foretel 


things bere below, if we never ſtudy by our Holy Pra- 
eices to come thither ? 


What is it to be ſo-Skilſul in Arithmetick,, as that 
Þe can dizi-/e, and ſub divide to the: ſmalleſt Frafti- 
ons; if (as God hath revealed unto us in bis Holy 
Word) We do not ſolearn to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto Wiſdom. 
What 


What is it (ſays ſhe) for a Phyſician to be skilful 
in foreſeeing and preventing the Diſeaſes of the Body, 
if (as God hath revealed unto him) he knoweth not 


where to find that Balm of Gilead, the Wine and Jerem. 45. ir, 


Oyl of that Samaritan, the Lord Jeſus, to pour into 

the feſter'd Wounds of his own Soul and Conſcience. 
Such as this was her frequent Diſcourſe, and 

will well enough lead me to the ſecond Grace 


that did ſhine in her moſt brightly, and that was 
her Piety. 

And that as it branches it ſelf out into theſe 
two known Duties, Publick and Private. 

As for the Publick, ſhe was a conſtant fre- 
quenter of the Word and Sacrament, and the 
Prayers of the Church, which call for our daily 
attendance : She never mils'd, unlels hinder'd b 
ſome bodily Infirmity, to which of late ſhe had 
been too lubjcct. 

Her Private Piety and Devotion was no leſs, 
by which ſhe diered her Soul ; and in her 


Chamber, with holy David, ſhe communed with Pl. 4. 4. 


her own heart, privately examining the State and 
Condition of her own'Soul, that ſhe might ſtand 
in awe, and not ſm. 

She greedily catch'd at all opportunities of 
Retirement, that (he might have the berter en- 
tercoutſe with Heaven ; as knowing the fureſt 

L 2 way 
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way of overcoming the World, and living a- 
bove it, was to ſequeſter her felf from it; and 
the belt Preparatory for Death, was dying 
daily in holy Solitude and Privacy. By which 
ſhe had ſo diſpos'd her Mind for the time of her 
Diflolution, that it pleaſed God togive her ſome 
diſtant preſages of ir. 

For it is two years fince her Meditations 
leading her in her ſolitary Walks into. this 
Church-yard ; and reſting her ſelf here in the 
Porch, and no doubt ruminating on her Mor- 
caliry, which the place ſuggeſted to: her, a ſud- 
den Thought, a ſtrong Impulſe broke in upon 
her Mind, that in a ſhort time ſhe ſhould die, 
and be buried in this very Church-yard'; which 
was fo far from caſting any Horror or Melan- 
choly upon her Spirits, that on the contrary, it 
made her in love with the place, and did ever 
aſter defireto retire hither, anddid accordingly 
choole it for her Burial-place. 

The third thing. that I mention'd was her 
Charity, which perhaps you will thiak, under 
her Circumſtances, could not-be very extraor- 
dinary as to the Suras, yet was it ſo-as to. the 
Chearfulneſs and Conſtancy of her giving ; for 
what ever her Allowance was, ſhe duly laid a- 
fide a certain portion. of itto charitable and pi- 
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ous uſes : Neither did her Charity reſt here, bur 
raiſed it ſelf to a higher degree of Spiritualiry, 
and beyond the ſcene of this World : She had 
a great love for the Souls of Men; was heartily 
afflicted with the Errors, Follies. and Vices of this 
preſent Ape, to lee that thoſe who called rhem- 
ſelves Chriſtians, ſhould by bad Principles 2nd 
worſe Practice, diſhonour their Profeſſion, and 
not only hazard their own Salvation, bur that 
of their weak Brother too, for whom Chriſt 
dy'd: And this temper of mind made her not only 
importunate in her Interceſſions forthe good of 
the World, but gave her Courage and Diſcre- 
tion aboys her Years or Sex,to benefit the Souls 
of thoſe ſhe converſed with, by friendly Re- 
proof, good Counſel, or ſome learned or pious 
Diſcourſe. 

In the exerciſe of this Chriſtian Loveſheliv'd; 
in this ſhe died'; and' here that I may not be 
thought to flouriſh only inthis matter, be plea- 
ſed'to underſtand, that ſhe deſir d me on her 
Death-bed, that | would exhort.all young peo: 
pleto the ſtudy of Wiſdom and Knowledge, as 
the means to improve their Vertues, and bring 
them to the trueſt Happineſs : And this,I think, 
ji cannot-do better than in the words which 
were taken from her own Mouuth, juſt upon 
her 


her departure, when her Soul was hovering up- 
on her Lips, ready to take the wing for that 
other World. 

Her words were theſe, which were faithfully 
Pen'd down and deliver d into my hands. 

I defire (lays ſhe) that all young People may be 
exhcrted to the Prattice of Vertue, and to encreaſe 
their Knowledge by the ſtudy of Philoſophy, and more 
eſpecially to read the great Book of Nature, wheres 
in they may ſee the Wiſdom and Power of the Great 
Creator, in the Order of the Univerſe, and in the 
Produttion,and Preſervation of things ; For Quezlibet 
herba Deum. This was a Language which 
was very familiar to her, and if you would 
know the Engliſh of it, ſhe would bave you to 
underſtand thus much by it; that the leaſt Spire 
of Graſs, as well as the Lillies of the Field do 
demonſtrate the Being of a God. She proceeds, 
Ic will fix in their Minds a Love to' jo much Perfetti- 
on, frame a Divine Idea, and an awful regard of 
God, which will bighten Devotion, and lower the Spi. 
rit of Pride, and give a Habit and Diſpoſution to his 
Service; it will make us tremble at Folly and Pro- 
faneneſs, and. command Reverence and Proſtration to 
his Great and Holy Name. 

That Women , (lays ſhe) are capable of fuch 
Improvements, which ,will better their Judgments and 
Underſtand. 
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Unaerſt andings, is paſt all doubt ; would they but ſet to't 
mm earneſt, and or but half of that time in ſtudy and 
thinking, which they ao in Viſits, Vanity, and Toys. "T would 
introaduce a compoſure of Mind, and lay 4 ſound Baſis, 
and Ground-work for Wiſdom and Knowleage ; by which 
they would be the better enabled to ſerve God, and help their 
Neighbours. 

1 hus far this rare Young Woman. 

And after ſuch Rhetorical Lines as theſe, ſuch 
powerful Exhortations, what can I add, what can I 
iubjoin, but what will fall ſhort, very ſhort of what 
this young Diſciple has laid before you ? 

She joyns with Moſes and the Prophets, in what they 
have dcclar'd unto you; and it you would have a 
Preacher from the dead, why may not a dying 
Preacher prove as effectual ; eſpecially to thoſe of her 
own Sex, to whom {ſhe does moſt paſſionately apply 
her felt. Let her words be as powertul upon you, as 
if ſhe did aCtually riſe. trom the dead, to your Convitti- 
on ; for otherwile, ſince ſhe has given you this Admo- 
nition, ſhe may one day riſe up in —— againſt 

Ou. 
F And here I could weep heartily it it were not to 
ſhew the Weakneſs of my Nature ; but I will lament 
the lols of fo excellent a Creature, fo rare a Pattern of 
{0 much Vertuc, {ſo much Goodnets, fo much Piety. 

And what ſhall I morefſay ; for the time would tail 
me to te]l of her Meekneſs and Patience, 'Temperance 
and Chaſtity, Modelty and Humility ; theſe are moral 
Vertucs,and inthePracticec of which [he was very exact, 
and this brings into my Mind what Iheard from her 
when we were Dilcourſing of moral Vertues, ſome 
{ew weeks before her Departure : Moraliry'@ys (he) :; 
the Life of Religion ; but our moral Actions unleſs mn- 


fluenc'd 
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utx®d by our Relinion,are of no aſe ;as judging no doubt» 
nat v4 cho pion þ Wake 61s our belt 
AQions withour Faith in Chrift were but /plendids 
parry like the Apples of Sodom, of more ſhew than 
/alue. | 

Much more I might repeat to you, to this Purpoſe, 
excellent Sayings that proceeded out of her Mouth, 
and worthy to be recorded from Generation to Gene- 
ration. "The nearer ſhe drew to her End, ſhe mani- 
teſted to all that came to ſee her, the great Content- 
ment that fhe had in. her approaching Death, declar- 
ing that to her, it did appear no other than the putting 
oft her Clothes; a Diſrobing ; that this Mortal part 
might put on Immortality. By all which it does 
appear, that ſhe has ſet before you a moſt excellent 
Example, and that in an Age expos'd to the greatelt 
Temptations. 

And therefore we may well turn the words of the 
Text into a Lamentation, and fay Alas ! That there 
ſhould be no more remembrance of the Wiſe, than of the 
Fool for ever ? That what now is in the days to come 1% 
be forgotten? And that the wiſe Man, and the wiſe Wo- 
man tO, ſhould die even as the Fool. 

I conclude in the words of the fame Author, Prov. 

1.29. Many Daughters have done vertuouſl;, but thou 


3 
excelleſt them: all. 


God Almighty. give us Grace to laboar that we mij 
excel in Wiſdom, ana Vertue, and true Piety ; and 
then however our Name, '0r our Remembrance be loſt 
here on Earth, yet we ſhall have a Name written in 


he Tg better than that of Sons and of Daugh- 
| teh God of his infinite Mercy grant. Amen. 
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